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Excellence

As we approach the end of a bustling ferm, we want to tfake a moment to reflect on the wonderful performances and
events that have brought our school community together. From our enchanting Christmas performances to the
delightful grotto experience created by our dedicated "Phoenix Elves,” the joy and excitement have been wonderful
to see. These events not only showcase our children’s talents but also foster a sense of belonging and community
spirit that is so vital for their emotional and social development.

Santa made a special visit for party day today, spreading festive cheer and creating unforgettable memories for
our children. Santa told the children he had parked his sleigh in the car park and Mrs Harper went out to check -
see below! £

A huge thank you o Anne-Marie and Kerry for their incredible efforts in preparing a delicious Christmas dinner.
The festive crackers added a lovely fouch of fun and laughter, making it even more special. We appreciate the
entire team of play leads too for their hard work and dedication in creating such a memorable lunch.

Chaplin's Panto performed Little Red Riding Hood! Oh yes, they did! The children were in great spirits as they joined
in the fun, cheering and laughing throughout the performance. It was wonderful to see their enthusiasm and
engagement, making the experience even more magical. Phew! What a busy day!




At our school, we are working really hard with our families to ensure our children achieve the very best they can,
and alongside this, attendance plays a crucial role. We understand that regular attendance is key to academic
success, and we are thrilled to share some fantastic news regarding attendance. We have proudly awarded forty-

two certificates for 100% attendance and another forty for attendance over 97%. We ensure these certificate

are given out termly, as this acknowledges that each term is a fresh start. With this in mind, let's set our sights o
achieving even higher attendance rates in the Spring Term! Our goal is to see if we can increase the number of

children achieving 97% attendance or more as well as ensuring that attendance for children below 90% i
significantly reduced. Remember, everyday counts! By ensuring our children are present every day we are setting
them up for success in their future. Together, we can make a significant impact on their learning journey

As we enter the holiday season, it's essential to address ‘rf online safety for our young
learners. With increased screen time during this festive period, we want to ensure that our families are
equipped with the knowledge to navigate the digital world safely.

Scroll down for informative leaflets that outline key points on online safety, and we encourage parents to
review them with their children.

By working together, we can create a safe online environment for our children

Kindness

In the spirit of the season, our KS1 choir has been busy spreading Christmas cheer by visiting two local care homes.
This initiative not only allowed our children to share their beautiful songs but also taught them the invaluable
lessons of kindness and empathy. Engaging with the residents has helped foster intergenerational relationships,
enriching both the children’'s and the residents’ experiences.

This week in assembly, I shared the delightful story T'm (almost) Always Kind' and discussed the wonderful ways we
can show kindness to one another. Kindness not only brightens someone else's day but also makes us feel good insidel!
To continue our exploration of this important theme, I invite you to watch this lovely clip: Life Vest Inside - Kindness
Boomerang - "One Day" Acts of Kindness. As you watch, see how many acts of kindness you can spot. Let's keep
spreading kindness in our school community and make a positive difference together!
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Have a Wonderful Break

As we close this ferm, we want to express our heartfelt gratitude to all families for your support and
involvement in our school community. Your contributions have made a significant difference, and we
appreciate the strong relationships that have developed between staff, children, and families.
We wish you all a joyful and restful break, filled with special moments with loved ones.

Mrs Harper and the Phoenix Team



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwAYpLVyeFU&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwAYpLVyeFU&t=2s

At Nationdl Online Safety, we belleve in empowsring porents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold on Informed conversation atsout online safety with thelr children, should they
fewi It s needed. This guide focuses an one issue of many which we belleve trusted adults should be awoare of, Plesss visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults,

. When parents @hd carers finally have the chance to spend some quality time with their ¢hild over Christrias, many face a
® familiar struggle to prise their young one’s attention away from their phone, console, tablet or computer. Fun family bonding 2
2 over the festive period, however, doesn’t have to exclude devices. There are sackfuls of Christmas activities and ideas online @
whlch gtown-ups and children can enjoy together. We've compiled our own ’nice list’ of seasonal suggestions for how to - [}
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At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about onfine safety with their chikiren, should they
foel it is needed. This gulde focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted adults should be aware ol. Pleass visit www.nationalonlinesafety .com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

ONLINE SAFETY FOR UNDER 55
[OyIopyTipE forgParentsland|Carers

According to Ofcom’s most recent research, a significant proportion of children are already online by the time they
start school, with 17% of 5-year-olds owning their own mobile phone and 50% using messaging platforms. As
becoming familiar with technology is generally encouraged in younger children - and has been essential for

education during the pandemic - it is crucial that trusted adults recognise both the benefits and the risks of infants

and toddlers using digital devices. We've compiled our top tips to help the under-5s start their online safety journey.
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Meet Our Expert

Konstantina Moustaka is a professional development and
EYFS coordinator at an ‘outstanding’ nursery school in
London. She has been working as o nursery and early years
practitioner, both in the UK ond internationally; for the past 16
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Diary dates

Spring Term
Back to School: Monday, 5th January 2026

Safer Internet Day - Tuesday, 10th February 2026
Half Term - Monday, 16th February 2026 to Friday, 20th February 2026
First Day of Term - Monday, 23rd February 2026
World Book Day - Thursday, 5th March 2026
Easter Disco - Friday, 20th March 2026
F2 Parents' Evenings (Puffins and Finches) - Monday, 23rd March and Wednesday,
25th March 2026
KS1 Parents' Evenings (Hummingbirds, Kingfishers, and Woodpeckers) - Tuesday,
24th March and Thursday, 26th March 2026
Last Day of Term - Friday, 27th March 2026
Summer Term
First Day of Summer Term - Monday, 13th April 2026
Half Term - Monday, 25th May 2026 to Friday, 29th May 2026
Year 1 Phonics Screening - Week commencing 8th June 2026
Year 2 Residential Trip to Gulliver's Valley - details to follow - Thursday, 11th June
2026
KS1 Sports Day (Hummingbirds, Kingfishers/Woodpeckers) - Wednesday, 17th June
2026 - 9:30 AM
F1/F2 Sports Day (Nursery, Finches, and Puffins) - Wednesday, 24th June 2026
(times: 9:30 AM and 10:30 AM)

o Carnival (after school fundraiser for children) - Thursday, 2nd July 2026

o INSET Day - Friday, 3rd July 2026

o Year 2 Leavers Assembly - Thursday, 23rd July 2026 at 2:00 PM

Last Day of Term - Friday, 24th July 2026 - End of Academic Year
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